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Press information
For immediate release
#KiaXCeed: an urban crossover combining SUV practicality with the handling and packaging of a hatchback
September 2019 – The Kia XCeed combines SUV kerb appeal with the city-friendly handling of a hatchback. As you explore the vibrant city of Berlin, you’ll come to love the compact dimensions, uniquely comfortable suspension, and the practicality offered by the extended body, all without compromising style or performance.

THRILL

Standing taller than the Ceed five-door hatchback and ProCeed shooting brake, the Kia XCeed uses its extra height to good advantage. Ground clearance has been increased by as much as 44mm, allowing the Kia XCeed to deal with kerbs, potholes and ironworks without breaking a sweat. There are some clever tricks in the suspension ensuring the car absorbs even large shocks in a smooth and progressive fashion, as you’ll find while exploring the cobbled roads and dirt tracks around the impressive Schoeneberg Gasometer.

Chief amongst the reasons for the exemplary ride are rubber bump-stops in the shock absorbers that float in hydraulic fluid. These soften the movement of the car over bumps, and settle the body quickly, creating a smoother ride for driver and passengers.

The sporting stance of the Kia XCeed is matched by its driving dynamics. Development cars were tested thoroughly not only in city centres, but also on narrow country lanes, wide and fast motorways, and the sweeping contours of alpine passes. Development throughout all of Europe has resulted in a car that feels agile, responsive and alert.

Steering weight, throttle pedal responses, and, for models equipped with double-clutch transmissions, gear shift responses can all be changed at the press of a button, allowing the driver to switch the Kia XCeed crossover from an efficient and relaxed cruiser to a sharp-edged sports model that engages with the driver, depending on the mood.

IMMERSE

The party starts the moment you set foot in the Kia XCeed, with the First Edition cars benefitting from a JBL Premium audio system controlled through an impressive new 10.25-inch LCD widescreen.

With eight speakers around the car, the authentic sound provided through the JBL Premium system is augmented by the brand’s Clari-Fi music restoration technology that improves audio quality from digitally compressed sources, such as MP3 or streaming services. Your music library will never have sounded so good, thanks to increased fidelity that returns the depth, sparkle and warmth that digital music compression loses.

Bluetooth multi-connection is included too, allowing for two mobile devices to be connected at the same time. One device could be paired for safe hands-free calls, while a passenger could be responsible for the journey’s playlist from another device.

Split screen functionality allows for as many as three distinct zones on the touchscreen, displaying anything up to three applications simultaneously. Fully customisable, possible options range from a full-screen map for navigation to a combination showing navigation, a weather forecast for your destination, and details of the current music track playing through the JBL Premium sound system.

For those wedded to their smartphone OS, both Apple CarPlay and Android Auto mirroring is included as standard across the range, covered for incredible 7 years.

The boundless technology can be enjoyed whatever the weather, thanks to ventilated seats that can chill the hottest summer day. Dual-zone climate control also brings and end to any frosty atmospheres in the car, allowing the driver and passenger to control the temperature in their own environment. And you don’t know luxury until you’ve held a heated steering wheel on a frozen morning, while all passengers, both front and rear, can enjoy Kia XCeed’s heated seats.

CREATE

Creating an urban crossover allowed the staff at Kia’s European design centre in Frankfurt to inject emotion and sportiness into a car that wouldn’t be possible with a traditional SUV.

A relatively long bonnet flows into the pillars around the windscreen, anchored to the body behind the front wheels to create a swept-back silhouette found in countless classic sports cars. Extended fore and aft of the Ceed hatchback, the extra length creates an elongated form that enhances that sporty stance. The rear is steeply-angled, with a ‘deck’ at the trailing edge of the car, creating a suggestion of a coupe-like, reinforcing the athletic design.

The Kia XCeed cuts a more assertive character than its Ceed siblings, the nose combining a prominent grille and large lower air intake with headlights with an ‘ice cube’ LED light signature sitting below turn signals that flow back over the wheel arches. The rear LED lights sit between strong horizontal creases that accentuates the stability of the car. It’s more emotional and dynamic in appearance, but clearly remains part of the Ceed family, despite only sharing the front doors - every other body panel is unique to the Kia XCeed.

“When we came to designing the new Ceed range as a whole, we didn’t have a brief to design a crossover,” explains Gregory Guillaume, Vice President of Design for Kia Motors Europe. “But as we developed designs for other models in the range, we realised a bodystyle like this could capture the emotion and sportiness of the ProCeed, but offer something new at the same time. An urban crossover seemed to embody these values well.”

ENJOY

Fast-revving, turbocharged engines provide the power behind the Kia XCeed’s sporting style, ranging from a 1.0-litre T-GDi engine producing 120ps to a high-performance 1.6-litre T-GDi engine - the most powerful in the Kia XCeed line-up, with 204ps available. That allows the Kia XCeed to accelerate to 100kph in as little as 7.5 seconds, but it’s in the city that the engine’s 265Nm of torque allows you to muscle through the traffic.
Live traffic updates come through Kia’s new UVO Connect telematics system that links drivers seamlessly to the outside world. Fitted with its own eSIM card, UVO Connect uses Kia Live services also updates weather forecasts, points of interest, and details of potential on- and off-street parking (including price, location and parking availability).

The Kia XCeed will also be available with Kia’s first fully-digital 12.3-inch Supervision instrument cluster, replacing traditional speedometer and associated dials with a high-definition pin-sharp display. The space between the replicated dials is used for a multi-function display, showing turn-by-turn navigation instructions, audio information, or in-depth trip information, as well as notifications from the car’s various safety and driver assist technologies.

While it won’t drive itself, the Kia XCeed is always watching what’s going on around it, with Blind-spot Collision Warning and Forward Collision Warning with car and pedestrian detection checking on what’s going on in front and behind. Lane Following Assist is a driving technology that controls acceleration, braking and steering, tracking vehicles and road markings ahead to keep your car in-lane and at a safe distance.

Once at your destination, Smart Parking Assist will effortlessly park the Kia XCeed for you, controlling the steering automatically while guiding you on speed and gears. Climb out and open the boot, and you’ll find an extensive area able to swallow a set of golf clubs, some bodyboards or a couple of drones and some camera kit.
LOOK OUT FOR...
THRILL

· Commanding raised ride height

· Smooth and compliant suspension

· Engaging drive with sharp responses

· Switchable drive modes

IMMERSE

· Impressive eight-speaker JBL Premium sound

· Clari-Fi technology to improve digital audio

· Bluetooth multi-connection

· Apple CarPlay and Android Auto

· Large touchscreen with customisable zones

· Heated and cooled seats

CREATE

· Classic sporting stance

· ‘Ice Cube’ LED headlights

· Flowing lines from lights front and rear

· Sharp crease lines suggesting width, strength and stability

· Unique on-road presence

ENJOY

· Fast-revving engines provide sporting performance

· Easy navigation thanks to live traffic and updates

· Impressive ‘Supervision’ fully-digital instrument panel

· Technology to ensure safety on the road

· Digital systems offering assistance during everyday driving

· Space and storage for any lifestyle
- Ends -

About Kia Motors Europe

Kia Motors Europe is the European sales, marketing and service arm of the Kia Motors Corporation. With its headquarters in Frankfurt, Germany, it covers 30 markets in Europe.

About Kia Motors Corporation 

Kia Motors (www.kia.com) is a maker of world-class quality vehicles for the young-at-heart. Founded in 1944, Kia today sells around 3 million vehicles a year in 190 countries, with more than 52,000 employees worldwide, annual revenues of over US$49 billion and manufacturing facilities in five countries. Kia is the major sponsor of the Australian Open, official automotive partner of FIFA, official partner of the UEFA Europa League, and main partner of League of Legends European Championship 2019. The company's brand slogan – "The Power to Surprise" – represents Kia’s global commitment to surprise the world with exciting, inspiring experiences that go beyond expectations.

Visit the Kia Motors Global Media Center for more information: www.kianewscenter.com
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